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John R. Wray, Ma oc one Lia HinOiek ss DoF. i. 
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Tel. No. Chippenham 2821. 


Also: Medical Officer of Health for the 
' Boroughs of Calne and Malmesbury, 
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Meat & Other Foods Inspector's Cert. R.S.I. 
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Meat & Other Foods Inspector's Cert. R.S.I. 
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Public Health matters is:- 
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The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the 
Chippenham Borough Council. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report 
for the year 1969. 


There was a rise in the birth rate for the year, 
put it remains less than for Wiltshire as a whole. 


Since writing the body of this report, an 
epidemic increase in measles during 1970 has been 
announced. This emphasizes the necessity for parents 
to accept immunisation for their children. 


I would like to pay tribute to the work of 
Mr. S.G.V. Williamson, for many years Secretary to the 
Medical Officer of Health, who tragically and regrettably 
died in October 1969. 


I wish to extend my thanks to the Council and 
its Officers for their help and interest during the year, 
-and in particular I much appreciate the enthusiasm and 
knowledge of Mr. A.E. Eames, Chief Health Inspector, on 
matters of control of environmental pollution - @ problem 
of ever increasing importance. 

I have the honour to be, 


Your obedient servant, 


JOHN R. WRAY. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o29110142 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


A. GENERAL STATISTICS. 


eo eree ee SS eek wee eee) te 1,843 
Population (estimated mid-year) ... oc. coe oe. 18,970 
Number of inhabited houses (at 31.12.69) ... «e. 6,186 
Number of Council dwellings (at 31.12.69) ... oe. 2,348 


Number of applicants for Council dwellings . 
bad 31.18669er «3,006.3 226 


Rateable value (at 1.4.69) ... cos coe coo cos £788,290 
Peany raterproduct. for. 1969/70 | sss «ews cece | s0% £& 3, 264 


B. VITAL STATISTICS. 
1. BIRTH AND DEATH RATES. 


Birth and Death Rates as compared with other areas. 
(Births and Deaths per 1,000 population standardised*) 


Birth Rate: Death Rate: 
1968 1969 . 1968 1969 
Chippenham Borough ... ee. 15.2 17.2 10,2 Jak 
Calne & Chippenham R.D.C. L7- ~- 18.9 11.9 10.2 
SOP GePPetiGve a26 Parasites 17.6 17.6 10.9 10.7 
England & Wales teers ewer, LOs9 = 16.5 1.9 sing 


* Comparability figures are supplied to each 
District by the Registrar-General. These take 
into account the varying age/sex distribution 
of the population in different parts of the 
country. When applied to the local rates, they 
allow a more accurate comparison to be made 
between different areas. 


2. LIVE BIRTHS. 


Male: Female: Totals: 

Legitimate eee cewie. “eae L773 14.7 320 
PiPegiGimate <ic . sae cave 4 8 L5 
Totals: 180 155 335 


3. STILL BIRTHS AND PERINATAL MORTALITY. 


Two still births were notified during 1969. The still 
birth rate per 1,000 total births is 6; the comparative rate 
for England and Wales as given by the Registrar-General is 13 
Perinatal mortality means still births and deaths under one 
week of age. The rate for the Borough was 18 per 1,000 
total births, whereas for England and Wales it was 23. 
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4. INFANT MORTALITY. 


Males Females Totals: 

Under 1 year of age | ee 3 6 9 
Under: 4 Weexs OF GaSe€ «2. ess 3 2 5 
Under 1 week of age ak wd fa aes 2 2 uy 
Infant Mortality Rate for the 

District eee e@ao eee eo 27 per 1,000 live births 
Comparative Rate for England 

& Wales LE ee ee 18 per 1,000 live births 


There was an increase in the Infant Mortality Rate for the 
Borough during 1969, by comparison with the previous year 
when the rate was 7 per 1,000 live births. It should b 
borne in mind that the numbers involved are small, so that 
there can be wide fluctuations in the rate from year to year. 


Of the nine children aged under one year, two were born with 
congenital deformities and died soon after birth. The 
causes of death in those aged more than a month were 
pneumonia (2), enteritis (1) and meningococcal infection (1). 


5. DEATHS - ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH. 


Males Females Totals: 

Enteritis and other Diarrhoeal 
Diseases See yee Cees Ses - 1 us 
Meningococcal Infection ri = uf ui 
Other Infective and Parasitic 
Diseases Bes) aie S6e a oe L 1 2 
fdtignent Neoplasm, buccal 
cavity, etc. Se eek hE eee bh i - A 
Malignant Neoplasm, stomach = 2 2 
Malignant Neoplasm, intestine 2 6 8 
Malignant Neoplasm, lung, 
bronchus eSR* GOSS cet ous 7 3 LO 
Malignant Neoplasm, breast ... - 2, 5 
Malignant Neoplasm, uterus ... = 2 2 
Malignant Neoplasm, prostate uy ~ bh 
Leukaemia ea | Welw x es 2 ~ - 
Other Malignant Neoplasms ... 6 bh 10 
Diabetes Mellitus poly ares a 2 3 
Other Endocrine etc. Diseases - 2 2 
Anaenias awe (side! pels 206 i iL 2 
Other Diseases of Nervous 
System, etc. pa centdemie-a 1 = aN 

Cerried Forward 25 30 55 
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Males Females Totals: 


Brought Forward 25 30 55 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart 
Disease ©oe Oo oo 0 coo oo°o a. 1 2 
Hypertensive Disease ... eo. 1 ~ x 
Ischaemic Heart Disease iin 30 ah 64 
Other Forms of Heart Disease 7 2 19 
Cerebro-vascular Disease er Wy 13 27 
Other Diseases of Circulatory 
System eoao0o e©oe e008 oe o eooe 5 6 iLab 
Influenza ery ee. kg ee 3 2 5 
Pneumonia 1 a Sa La Le 24 
Bronchitis and Emphysema ee 14 L 15 
Asthma ©o@eo e660 e wo °e0 ee o at = i. 
Other Diseases of Respiratory 
System o 0 8 eoe eo 8 oo°0 eo ) _— 3 
Intestinal Obstruction and 
Hernia ° 00 e0°0 oo © ooo oc eo at = A: 
Other Diseases of Digestive 
PREM EA ULD Jididl a tects coe ~ cec0 2 3 5 
Other Diseases, Genito-urinary 
System e@eo ooe eo° ee 0 ooe L - L 
Congenital Anomalies oe 8 oo 0 = 2 2 
Birth Injury, difficult labour, 
etc. a ee) ees fee eco °0.6 6 1 — I 
Other Causes of Perinatal 
Mortality eo°o oo 8 ofc °o oe°0 2 a 2 
Symptoms and Ill Defined 
Conditions ooo e0°0 e008 eoe Pen i di 
Motor Vehicle Accidents a, mm = 
‘Ala. Other Accidents oo °@ cece or, MN 
Suicide and Self-inflicted 
Injuries °0 0 oe0 ooo eo 8 i es 1 

Totals: 127 123). 248 


Like previous years, the principal cause of death was 
ischaemic (coronary) heart disease. . But the majority of 
these (34) were in persons over’/5 yéars 6f ‘age. There 
were 2 deaths from this cause in men aged under 55, and 5 
deaths in men aged between 55 and 64. 


The total number of deaths from influenza, pneumonia and 
bronchitis was 43 for 1969, compared with only 20 in 1968. 
There was a severe epidemic of influenza starting before 
Christmas, and a great number of deaths from "broncho- 
pneumonia" took place in December. With hindsight it is 
possible to wonder whether the initiating cause here was 
influenza. 
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There were 10 deaths from lung cancer, compared with 9 the 
previous year. Health education is undertaken in Wiltshire 
schools to warn pupils of the dangers of cigarette smoking. 


There were 2 deaths from cancer of the uterus, a disease 
which the Cervical Cytology Clinics aim to prevent. There 
were also 5 deaths from cancer of the breast. At all the 
Cervical Cytology Clinics in Wiltshire examination of the 
preasts is carried out at the same session, so women are 
well advised to attend these clinics as early detection of 
preast cancer can lead to complete cure. During the year 
leaflets on self-examination of the breasts were issued free 
to women's organisations. 


There was one death in an infant from meningococcal 
meningitis (sometimes called cerebro-spinal fever). This 
is becoming an uncommon infection. The last time a case 
was reported was in 1963. 


C. INFECTIOUS DISEASE. 
The following table gives details of notifiable diseases 
reported during the past 4 years:- 


1966 =| (196 | 1968 1969 
(a) (») | (a) (b) | (a) tb) | (a) Cb) 


Tuberculosis 


6 6 3 2 2 - = 

Scarlet Fever 5 5 3 cl 1 2 2 

Whooping Cough 2 2 2 - = = ~ 

Measles 8 8 3 7 Wf yO ae Is Wi 

Dysentery 1 = uy 9 9 Ly ay. 

Food Poisoning = = 9 a a 2 2 

Infectious Hepatitis = = ~ 2 2 5 5 

Meningococcal = = - = ~ a. 1 
Meningitis 

Totals: 92 91 348 34h 22 og | 1h0 146 


12) Numbers originally notified. 
b) Final numbers, after correction. 


No cases of typhoid, poliomyelitis, whooping cough, diphtheria 
or tetanus were notified during the year. The immunisation of 
children protects against the last four diseases above. 


With regard to typhoid, people who go on holiday to southern 
Europe or the north ccast of Africa should ask their family 
doctor several months before they travel about the advisability 
of immunisation against this disease. Valid international 
certificates of immunisation against smallpox are required of 
all travellers returning from north Africa, and in view of the 
recent spread of cholera in this area, immunisation against this 
disease may also be required. 


(a) Tuberculosis. 


No case of tuberculosis was notified during the year. 
This is the first time that this has occurred, although numbers 
have been slowly diminishing over the years - for example, in 
1949 thirteen new cases were reported. 


The Regional Chest Radiography Centre at Bristol sends 
a@ mobile x-ray van around the area which can be used by any of 
the general public who want a chest x-ray. This facility is 
available in Chippenham adjoining the Neeld Hall from 11 a.m. to 
12 noon on alternate Thursdays. As well as discovering 
tuberculosis, this can also detect early lung cancer (at a 
stage when it can be treated). The Department of Health is 
considering gradually elimineting this service. Certainly the 
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number of persons attending has been falling off, so I would 
urge the public to continue to use and demand this service. 
The Tabet majority of people attending get reassurance and 
peace of mind from knowing definitely that there is nothing 
wrong with their chests - and this I think makes the service 
worthwhile. It also may discover tuberculosis in a person 
who would not have gone to a doctor in the first place. 


(b) Measles. 


Epidemics usually recur every two years. In 1968 
there were only seven cases notified, whereas in 1969 there 
were 113. Even so, 11! is less than the normal number for an 
epidemic year, so that one hopes the immunisation campaign 
against measles is beginning to take effect. I reported in 
my previous annual report that a child had died from measles, 
It can be a very serious disease, whereas immunisation is 
effective and completely safe. Wiltshire County Council is 
offering measles immunisation to all children in their second 
year of life, and I hope all parents will accept it. 


(c) Dysentery. 


At the end of February two children at Westmead 
Junior School were found to be suffering from sonne dysentery. 
They were excluded from school, and following tests on the 
rest of the family a child at an infants' school was found to 
pe affected, and she was also excluded. 


No further cases occurred at Westmead Junior School 
until the middle of March, when three more pupils were 
affected. Hand washing with a special antiseptic soap fluid 
was instituted. All school meais personnel were tested and 
found negative. By the beginning of April six further cases 
had occurred at this school, but no further cases occurred 
etter the: jrd April. 


In May 1969 two children in one family who attended 
Ivy Lane School were found to be affected. No secondary cases 
occurred. Also in May, a child at St. Paul's School was found 
to be affected. No clear connection between these and earlier 
cases could be found. 


(a) Infectious Hepatitis. 


The disease first became notifiable in 1968. There 
was a considerable increase in the numbers of cases notified in 
surrounding Rural Districts during the year. In the Borough 
five cases were notified compared with two in 1968. 


(e) Food Poisoning. 


There were two cases of Salmonella infection notified 
during the year. They consisted of a man and his wife who had 
contracted the disease while on holiday abroad. 


Farm animals are often a source of infection. 
Epidemics have been caused by improper and inadequate cooking 
of frozen chickens. All reputable firms that sell frozen 
chickens have instructions on the packet advising the public 
on the period needed to thaw out the bird, and the time and 
heat for cooking. 


(f) Immunisation. 


Iam indebted to Dr. C.D.L. lycett, County Medical 
Officer of Health, for the following statistics of 


_, +mmunisation carried out in the Borough: - 
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DIPHTHERIA, WHOOPING COUGH, TETANUS, MBASLES, 
POLIOMYELITIS. 


| 4 
1969/1968 1967 | 1966) 1965 need 1954! Others 


ear of Birth: | 


fe inns. Dion. Bieuefi 2] = 
Wh. cough | 169 111, 7 1 2 ~ - - 
completed Tetanus £171: 113! 19 2iheas 7 3 3 
P Measles | - | 63) 22) 29 LO 26 - 
during 1969 |Polio Page ta ae ey. 6] 19 2 - 
| ba we | 3 
Reinforcing Diph. 1 5,004 hd 20}..68, 325! 12 
imms. given Wh. coughe - 45 8 = a}. = 
[ al 'Tetanus | 1; 86) 184 | a 68.|.328|. 12 
a 1969 Polio | = 85, 164 67! 310; 18) 
SMALLPOX. 
Months Years 
| 7 | 
Age Group: O- 3 | 3-6 | 6-59 |9-+12; 1;2-4 | 5 - 15 
: | j J i 
accinations - ba ae VARS a oe - 111 105 L7 


Re-vaccinations, - ne HO ected - SS - 5 


D. WATER SUPPLIES. 


I am indebted to Mr. C.R. Phillips, Engineer to the 
North Wilts. Water Board, for the following information:- 


No substantial changes have occurred in the arrangement 
of the water supplies of the North Wilts. Water Board during 
this year. The Board's water supplies are obtained generally 
from underground sources in limestone acquifers, having 
relatively abundant storage facilities and providing water of a 
high standard of purity suitable for public supplies. The 
water is hard in character (between 150 and 360 p.p.m. total 
hardness). 


The typical chemical analysis obtained in the year 
under review for some water sources are given below:- 


Chippenham Rodbourne Charlton 
Borehole Borehole Borehole 
DeD.m. : a p.p.m. 

zak tetut 19.11.69. | RG Tabi 0| orer22210s69.1y | 
‘Colour Nil as Nil | Nil | 
Odour | Nil Nil Nil 
‘pH | Wi 7.6 | PS | 
[Free COz bu ( BS | 12 ay 
Chloride | Ke) | h2 23 | 
Hardness 350 300 290 
iCarbts. 275 215 250 
\Non-Carbts. 75 | 85 40 ! 
(Nitrate Nitrogen | 0.3 0.4 2.5 
‘Nitrite Nitrogen | Absent | Absent | Absent 
| Oxygen ab. 0.3 | 0.00 0.00 
i\Alb. Nitrogen 0.02 0.00 0.20 
Metals Absent | Absent | Absent 
|Fluoride | 0.75 0.75 0.4 
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The water supplies of the area of the North Wilts. 
Water Board have been satisfactory in quality and quantity. 


Regular supervision of the quality of water supplies 
is exercised by submitting, every week, samples for 
pacteriological examination. 


Under the year of review, 1,398 samples from 
consumers’ points of supply were examined. 1,327 were 
satisfactory, having coli. counts of less than 1; 58 were 
reported to have coli. counts of 1 - 2 and 13 had coli. counts 
of 3 or more. 


On the occasions when reports of coli. counts are 
received, investigations and repeated samplings are immediat 
undertaken and continued until satisfactory reports are recei 


Similar supervisory work is regularly done with 
untreated waters of the Board's sources, and in the year under 
review, the results were as follows:- 


674, samples of raw water were submitted:- 


Excellent, coli. count of less than 1 Geiest, Lele 
Sesrelactory,. coli ..count, of, 1,— 3 «00 «oe 112 
Suspicious, coli..count of 4 = 10 .6. eee 39 
Unsatisfactory, coli. count of more than 10 39 


Samples excellent and satisfactory 883%. 


Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim 
of obtaining chlorine residuals at all consumers' points of 
supplies of between 0.1 and 0.3 p.p.m. 


The Board continues to exercise supervision of the 
quality of raw water from all the sources by submitting sample 
to their Consultant Chemists, The Counties Public Health 
Laboratories, London, and any changes in chemical or 
mineralogical qualities of the water are reported upon by 
Mr. Gordon Miles, the Principal of those laboratories. 


Fluoride occurs naturally in quantities from 0.4 to 
0.7 p.p.m. in the water obtained from the deep borehole sources 
in the limestone, but it is usually absent in the waters obtained 
from shallow wells and spring sources. 


The Board is advised by the Consultant Chemists that 
all the waters supplied are not plumbo-solvent. 


The Board continues to make provision for increases 
in demand for water by seeking additional sources, and this work 
is being done in close co-operation with the River Authorities, 
whose statutory areas extend through the Board's area of supply. 


The Public Health Department takes regular samples of 
water for bacteriological examination, and also tests for 
residual chlorine. Details will be found in the Chief Health 
Inspector's report. 


A report of the World Health Organisation that was 
issued in 1969 recommends all countries to introduce fluoridation 
of water supplies. To quote from the report:- 

"... Dental caries is one of man's most prevalent 
chronic diseases, affecting peopie of all ages in 
ali ‘eountries. ..." 
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" ,.e Fluoridation does not eradicate dental 
caries but substantially reduces its 
prevalence and incidence. Best results are 
seen in children who have consumed fluoridated 
water Since birth, as they generally have less 
than half the number of dental cavities than 
they would otherwise have had. ...' 


E. SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 
REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL. 


I am grateful to Mr. O.E.W. Street, the Borough 
Surveyor, for the following information:- 


Sewage Disposal. 


1. The sewage disposal plants, one at Westmead and the other 
’ at Patterdown serve the Borough and the fringe area. 


2. Stage III of the major sewage improvement scheme has been 
approved by the Ministry at an estimated cost of £523,660 
for the following works:= 


(a) The construction of one third of the new disposal 
plant at Blackwell Hams which will completely replace 
the Patterdown Works. 


(bd) A new 1,200mm. to 600mm. diameter trunk outfall sewer 
from the new works to Bath Road including twin 
inverted syphons under the river. 


(c) The replacement of the existing over-loaded and 
defective foul sewer between Bath Road and the 
Loyalty Street area. 


(ad) The laying of surface water sewer in Bath Road, 
Ladyfield Road, Sheldon Road, Loyalty Street, etc., 
and Woodilends Road, to take the surface water out of 
the foul sewers. This is also to avoid further 
disturbance in the same area at a later date. 


(e) The laying of a 900mm. to 1,200mm. foul sewer to 
replace the existing surcharged sewer near Providence 
Terrace in Ivy Lane to join the trunk sewer in (b) 
above. This is to remove overflow nuisance and 
divert some of the flow from the over-loaded Westmead 
Works. 


3. The effluents from the Westmead & Patterdown Works discharge 
to the River Avon. The new works at Blackwell Hams will 
also discharge to the River Avon. 


Refuse Collection and Disposal. 


Refuse collection in the Borough continues to be 
operated with two covered vehicles. House and trade refuse is 
collected weekly, and additional collections are made from 
premises, such as cafes, food and fish shops, where food is 
handled. Waste paper and cardboard is collected from trade 
premises by Albion Paper Products. 


‘Pree collections of unwanted materials were made from 
all houses in the Borough. 


The work is under continuous review to re-route 
collections to deal with the new houses erected in the Borough. 


Refuse disposal is by controlled tipping at Westmead. 
The handling and covering is done mechanically. 
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Full use is made of insecticide in conmection with 
refuse collection and tip dressing. The eradication of rats 
is undertaken under the supervision of the Chief Public 
Health Inspector. 


Joint Scheme for Refuse Disposal. 


The Consortium, formed by neighbouring authorities, 
is still actively considering the possibility of establishing 
an incinerator plant at Thingley for the disposal of household 
and trade refuse from within the area of the constituent 
authorities. 


B. HOUSING. 
I am grateful to Mr. J.F.G. Gale, the Council's 
Housing Manager, for the following information on Council 
housing:- 
SUMMARY OF LETTINGS OF PROPERTIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.12.69. 
New Properties - Parklands. 


Existing tenants transferred ... eee 16 


Applicants from waiting list ... ee. 19 
Demolition eee wets twee Care. sas a 

36 
Existing Properties 
Beprereants 1rom Wwalting List *... ve. 82 
(including pensioner accommodation) 
Demolition acl Nes case 69.8! 8he al 
Admiralty emp loyees e000 coe eee eee 18 
Wiltshire Housing Association ... ee. 1 
Staff 2@¢9 e@o8 eeo0o ese eee eee ped 

123 
Number of Properties at 31.12.69. 
Houses oa 0 a20e@ e660 eee eee eee 1,809 
Flats $oe8 oe 9 ee0 ®2o@0 ere oe @ 214 
Westcroft Aluminium Bungalows ... eee 6 
Aged persons' BungalowS .2.. ecco eee A77 
Aged persons' Flats Scandste tat 2h 
Parklands and Avonside Grouped 
Dwellings eee Ce) eoe eee ee 52 
Properties (15 houses 11 bungalows). 
Barons Mead and Monkton Park Estate 26 

2,348 


PeeGwan- oOlCee cas ess 6 see eee (8 8 wy 
Garages @o6eo oes @oaed #o¢ °@ eee ee 252 


During the year 29 applicants were rehoused for 
the following reasons:- 


Demolition Order ~ 22: Court Order - 2: Medical 
Officer of Health's recommendations - 5. 


In addition, 11 mutual exchanges were approved and 18 tenants 
were transferred, for various reasons, from one dwelling to 
another. 


4, caravan sites were vacated and re-let during the 
year. 


The Medical Officer of Health also recommends 
medical points for those on the housing list who produce a 
medical certificate showing a chronic illness. 


With regard to housing generally, the information 
. 


is given in the attachnsd report of the Chief Health Inspector. 
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He and his staff have worked very hard on long term plans for 
improving housing in the older parts of the Borough. 


G. OTHER MATTERS. 


Details of services under the Food & Drugs Act and 
the Factories Act will be found in the attached report of the 
Chief Public Health Inspector. 


Arthritis & Rheumatism Council. 


The A.R.C. is concerned with research into these 
crippling conditions. A&A local branch has been started in 
Chippenhan. Interested persons should contact the Secretary, 
Mr. L. Robinson-Thursfield, 68, Park Lane, Chippenham. 


Welfare of the Aged. 


The care of the aged, and the handicapped, comes 
under the Wiltshire County Council services, but it is often 
officers of the public health department who first come across 
people in need of their services. I therefore welcome the 
monthly meetings that I have with the Area Welfare Officer, as 
this gives an opportunity to exchange information. In certain 
cases it may be possible to recommend Cguncil housing on 
medical grounds. 


There are a great number of voluntary organisations 
in Chippenham concerned with the welfare of the elderly. I 
am grateful to the Hom, Secretary of the Chippenham Committee 
for the Elderly, which does magnificent work in co-ordinating 
services, for the following account of the Committee's aims 
and objects. 


: To promote and assist the general good of all old 
people in the Borcugh of Chippenham by assisting the work of 
statutory authorities and voluntary organisations providing 
facilities for physical and mental recreation, developing 
physical inpro t, furthering health, relieving distress or 
Sickness, or in eeating any objects which may be deemed by 
law to be charitable. 


26 To promote and organise co-operation in the 
achievement of the above purpose and to that end bring 
together in Committee representatives of the authorities and 
organisations engaged in the furtherance of the above purposes 
or any of them within the Borough of Chippenham. 


To assist any other charitable body or bodies 
Pandicliy or otherwise in the furtherance of the above 
purposes or any of then. 


4. To promote and carry out, or assist in the promoting 
and carrying out surveys relating to the needs of old people 
and arrange for forwarding to the proper authorities and 
organisations the relevant facts regarding such cases and 
causes of distress as are within the power of those 
authorities and organisations to alleviate. 


5. To arrange and provide for or join in arranging and 
providing for the holding of exhibitions, meetings, lectures 
and classes in furtherance of the objects of the Committee or 


any of then. 
Civil Defence. 


In the event of war the District Council is required 
to bring into operation a local organisation to deal with emergency 
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conditions. 


Meanwhile, "Community Advisers" are being 


given extensive studies on the problems likely to be faced. 
I prepared draft papers on the subject of "maintenance of 
health" and a great deal of this was incorporated into the 
official study of the subject. 


National Blood Transfusion Service. 


This essential service has its regional 


headquarters in Bristol. 


They operate blood collecting 


sessions at the Town Hall for two days every six months, and 


at Westinghouse for three days every six months, 


At the last 


visit to Westinghouse they had a magnificent response from 475 


blood donors. 


Health Clinics. 


I am indebted to the County Medical Officer of Health, 
Dr. C.D.L. Lycett, for the following information regarding 
sessions held at the Wiltshire County Council Clinic, Goldney 


Avenue, Chippenham. 
Child Health Clinic 
& Welfare Foods: 
Mothercraft Classes: 
Cervical Cytology: 
Dental Clinic: 


Family Planning Clinic: 


Orthopaedic Clinic: 


Chiropody Clinic: 


School Medical Officers' 
Clinic: 


Child Guidance Clinic: 
Remedial Exercises: 


Speech Therapy Clinic: 


Tel. No. Chippenham 318. 


Every Tuesday 2-4 p.m. 
4 Thursday 2-4 p.m. 


"  $rd Friday 2 - 4 p.m. (Imm. Clin: 


2.30 rt p.m. 


and & 4th Friday 2.15 - 4 p.m. 


Every Monday 


Daily - By appointment. 


Every Monday 6.30 - 9 p.m. 
" 3rd Friday: 9.30 = 11 a.m. 


Every Wednesday 10.30 — 12.30 p.m 
lst Friday a.m, alternate n 
Arranged by appointment as 


PSs . 


lst & 5rd Wednesday 1.30 p.m. 


Every Tuesday 9.30 a.m. 
9.45 - 12 noon. 


1.30 - 4.30 p.m. 


Every Tuesday 


Every Tuesday 


n Thursday ot* =. 12, 50 DMs 
Me Thursday Lt. 30°="4. 50° p.B. 
* Fri day 9.30 = 12.350 p.m. 


(Except in school holidays) 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


For the Year 1969 


To: The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the 
Borough of Chippenham. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is With much pleasure that I present my third 
Annual Repert in respect of the work of the department 
during 1969. 


Healthy people depend on a healthy environment, 
which in turn, depends on very many things. Good housing, 
clean air, prover waste disposal services, absence of 
excessive noise, a clean and wholesome food supply, a safe 
water supply and a freedom from pollution in all its many 
forms. 


As the population increases in our already congested 
island, the problems of preserving a healthy environment 
will become more pressing. 


The future is, of course, bound up with the reform 
ef Local Government and the National Health Service, which 
has been the subject of much discussion during the year. 
In my view, the environmental health services, which after 
all have been largely developed by local government, should 
be retained and grouped together within the new structure. 
If there is to be a two tier system, then providing the 
second tier is comprised of strong and viable units, capable 
ef providing the necessary specialist services, then environ- 
mental health should be administered at the lower level where 
the existing close relationship with the public can be 
preserved. 


In conclusion I would like to express my appreciation 
of the assistance and support which has again been so readily 
and generously extended te me by Members and Officers of the 
Council during the year. 


I remain, 


Yours faithfully, 


A.B. Eames 


Chief Public Health Inspector 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SURVEY OF THE DISTRICT 


The first table sets out the number of visits made by your 
inspectors during the year and gives some indication of the wide 
range of activities which come under the heading of Environmental 
Health. 


TABLE 1 Summary of Inspections and Other Visits to Premises 


Atmospheric Pollution 402 
Caravan Sites 17 
Drainage 277 
Factories 31 
Food Premises, including Licensed Premises 270 
Housing 487 
Housing (Multiple Occupation) 35 
Infectious Diseases 23571 
Milk Distribution and Dairies BS f 
Mobile Shops and Market Stalls 95 
Neise Abatement 47 
Offices and Sheps 216 
Pest & Rodent Control (Excluding those made by 
the operative) 321 
Public Health - General (Including nuisances) 406 
Sampling of Food 224 
Slaughterhouses (Including resident inspectors) 1127 
Swimming Pools 26 
Water Supply and Sampling 259 
Miscellaneous 215 
4403 


As a result of these visits, 382 formal or informal notices 
were complied with during the year. 


HOUSING 


The housing situation is again considered under three main 
headings, and I am indebted to the Town Clerk, Borough Surveyor 
and Housing Estates Manager, for various statistics which have 
been used in compiling those sections dealing with the supply 
of new houses and the improvement of older houses. 


A. Provision of an adequate supply of new houses 
TABLE II Number of new houses and flats completed 


1969 1968 
40 years 


a) By local authority 5) 


Average last 
b) By private enterprise 60 | 
| 
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TABLE Ta. Number of applicants on Housing List 


Average last 
40 years 


a) Number of applicants on general 
list 


b) Applicants for Aged Persons! 
accommodation 


Lotal 


TABLE IV. Stock of Houses 


a 


Average last 
10 years 


Estimated net gain in the number of 
dwellings after allowance has been 
made for those demolished or no 
longer used for habitation 


The number of new houses completed by private enterprise showed 
a steep fall following the completion of the contracts for the Ministry 
of Defence. 


The high level of interest rates and general financial restrictions 
continued throughout tne year and again affected the demand for new houses © 
by limiting the number of prospective purchasers who could obtain mortgages 
and afford the high repayments required by the capital cost of new houses. 


For the second year running the general housing list showed a 
substantial increase, although the number of applicants for aged persons 
accommodation fell following the completion of the Parklands scheme in 
Malmesbury Road. 


The reduction in privately rented accommodation continues steadily 
and 1 am concerned that except for a limited amount of furnished accommod- 
ation, with correspondingly high rents, housing choice is now limited to 
becoming an owner-occupier or a council house tenant. Increasingly, 
young people are finding it more difficult to obtain that first mortgage 
which secures their footing on the ladder, and yet the only alternative 
ig tO join the queue on the Youncil's general housing list. Serious 
thought should be given to encouraging the formation of Housing 
Associations which could provide a third alternative, or perhaps to the 
building of low cost terrace housing suitable for sale to young people. 


B. The Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Stock of 
Older Houses. 


TABLE Ve inspection of Dwellings 
a) Inspected for housing defects 229 
b) Number of dwellings found to be wnfit for 
human habitation 16 
c) Number of dwellings found to be not in all 
respects fit for habitation 69 
d) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence 
_ of informal action. 49 
e) Number of dweliings made fit in consequence of 


Statutory action under Sections 9 & 16 of the 
Housing Act 1957 or the Public Health Act 1936. NIL 
at 
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TABLE VI. 


a 
b 
Cc 


Houses In Multiple Occupation 


Total number of houses in Multiple Occupation 
Number of Inspections 

Number of Notices served - 

(i) to make good neglect of proper standards 
(ii)to require additional services or facilities 
aka on overcrowding 

(iv)number of control orders made 


TABLE VII. Improvement _of Houses 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


Standard Grants 
1) Number of applications (a) Owner/Occupiers 
Approved 
Refused 
(b) Tenanted Houses 
Approved 
Refused 


2) Number of dwellings 
improved (a) Owner/Occupiers 
(b>) Tenanted 


3) Amount paid in grants 
imerespect ‘of 
No.2 above Os een 


hk) Average grant per house Die PLN Oe 
Fixed bath 
Shower 


Wash-hand basin 


5) Amenities provided 
) 
) Hot water supply 
) 
) 


(to any fittings) 
Water-closet 
Food Store 


1) Number of applications approved 
2) Number of applications refused 
3) Amount paid in grants £948. 0. O 
4.) Average grant per house £316. 0. O 


5) Number of dwellings 
improved pa} Owner/Occupier 
(b) Tenanted 


Local Authority owned houses improved 
during the year 


Improvement Areas 
No formal or informal improvement areas have been 
declared during the year. 
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Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Stock of Older Houses 


It is estimated that there are about 1,400 houses in the Borough built 


, prior to 1919, and although a number are let on controlled tenancies, an 


increasing proportion are now owner occupied. This is almost a quarter 
of the town's stock of dwellings, and comprises the most pressing problem, 
but it must not be forgotten that houses built between the two wars are 
now 30 to 50 years old, and we must not repeat our previous mistakes and 
allow these to become obsolete and in need of reconstruction, as has been 
the case with the older houses. 


The Housing Act 1969 sets out to provide the impetus and improved 
financial assistance to ensure that - 


2} the rate and extent of improvement is increased, 
2) the lapse of houses into disrepair, decay and 
obsolescence is arrested. 


The Act emphasises the importance of area improvement and provides 
greatly increased grant aid to owners prepared to modernise their 
properties, at the same time, powers are available to improve the 
environment around the homes by providing off-street parking, improved 
lighting etc. The Act also provides the machinery for converting 
Controlled tenancies into regulated tenancies at realistic fair rents. 
Although this is hedged by safeguards, it was a long overdue step towards 
dealing with the problem of low controlled rents. 

If houses are to be properly maintained and improved, then owner/ 
cccupiers and tenants must accept that housing is likely to take a larger 
proportion of their income than has beem the case in the past. 

The new Act also requires the Council to carry out regular surveys of 
conditions and this is bcing implemented. 

Steady progress was made in dealing with unsatisfactory conditions 
found in houses which are in multiple occupation, mainly by reducing 


the number of tenancies and encouraging proper conversion, or where 


the houses are more suitable, to ensure they revert back to single 
family use. 


Glearance of Unfit Dwellings 


TABLE VIII. Proceedings under Sections 16 & 23, Housing Act, 1957 


a Number of Demolition Orders made 3 
2) Number of Houses demolished as a result of 

Demolition Orders 5 
4 Number of Local Authority houses demolished - 
4) Number of Closing Orders made or undertakings 

accepted 5 
5) Number of families rehoused 5 
6) Number of persons rehoused 10 


Proceedings under Section 42, Housing Act 


) Number of houses demolished as a result of 
Clearance Area procedure Nii 
) Number of houses in confirmed Clearance Areas 3h 
) Number of houses in Clearance Areas awaiting 
confirmation = 
) Number of families rehoused 17 
) Number of persons rehoused a7 


The No.l The Butts, Compulsory Purchase Order was confirmed without 
modification and will be the first area to be affected by the new 
compensation provisions for owner/occupiers. These measures will 
considerably increase the cost of clearance but will redress a 
long-standing grievance of owner/occupiers faced with the purchase 
of their properties at site value. 


Considerable progress was made in re-housing the occupiers from the 
Wood Lane area during the year, and a number of other unfit dwellings 
were dealt with in the central areas of the town. 
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The confirmation of The Butts Clearance Area saw the completion 
of the original Slum Clearance Programme approved in 1953, and at 
the end of the year the Ministry called for the Council's proposals 
in respect of the remaining unfit dwellings to be dealt with over 
the next four years. 


Housing Standards 


In my last annuai report I mentioned the need to revise the 
present Standard of Fitness. The Housing Act 1969 did insert a 
requirement relating to internal bad arrangement which was long 
overdue, and it also removed the requirement relating to food 
Storage. However, the Public Health Act 1961 still requires 
dwellings to have satisfactory facilities for food storage, as 
also does the 12 point standard, Other discrepancies between 
standards of repair and improvement are likely to remain due to 
the back-log of poor housing. 


Overcrowding 

A number of complaints were received regarding overcrowding, 
put in no case were the number of persons living in these dwellings 
in excess of the statutory limit laid down in the Housing Act 1957. 
The standard is very low and not realiy relevant to present day 
conditions. 


Rent Act 1957 

No Certificates of Disrepair were issued under this Act, and no 
applications for Qualification Certificates,as introduced by the 
Housing Act 1969, had been received by the end of the year. 


Moveable Dwellings 
TABLE IX. 


Private Licensed cites used during the Year 


eS 


Ladyfield Nurseries 


eee 


Bath Road 
52, Lewden 
Council-owned Sites © 
Greenway Lane 4 
Bath Road 10 
Sites exempt from Licensing Requirements 
30, Frogwell 2 
67, Hill Corner Road 2 
Total 20 


= 


All these sites were used as permanent residential accommodation 
and have been so used for many years. 


As a Site Licence expires, their conditions are being given a critica! 
re-appraisal because standards vary and permanent sites in urban 
areas should conform to accepted housing conditions. 


There will always be a place for good modern caravans and sites, 
but only if proper amenities, broadly comparabie to those provided 
for other forms of housing, are available for the occupants, and 
this applies whether sites are provided by local authorities or 

¥ private individuals. 
al 
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Gypsies and Other Travellers 


The problems associated with itinerant travellers parking their 
Garaveus and lorries and leaving their debris on the cleared site 
in Hungerdown Lane, continued intermittently throughout the year. 
It is impossible to seal off the site completely and until the 
Wiltshire Sounty Council are successful in providing residential 
and transit sites, then difficulties are bound to occur on this and 
any other piece of vacant ground in the area. 


This problem is not to be confused with the need for transit sites 
for holiday touring caravans, and it is clear that the popularity 
of this form of recreation is growing and demand for overnight sites 
is likely to grow along the main holiday routes. 


x90= 


iat Pe tte p Ne 
t* Doe oe 7 : = on | 
‘ios wwreRn tip 
ee 
vied? pativeq svellevert taerentit iotw Bedatec 
tis berselo edt mo eladeb atedd peg on ie 
-rs6y, odd tuorguords yLineitimiesat bes DD iv 
sig Litas bas yletefqmoo site eft Bc 
isitnshteea gnthivorag, At Loteseoata oan mn 
aifd no 1u900 od, bawed ets esitiuolt 
gore odd at fami pe. Eo 


sita tisoasis 107 been edd Avie. besitos. od. ot 
¢! tueLuaog edz Jedd asef[o et tf bas +808V 828 
tie tdgtmevo rol basmeb Bas antwoug sl nc 


.betgor yebt for aiem odd Scot; 


aa 1: Wy 


‘oid gan: 
5% sa, ee 


= 


a a> fAnwe ae 


Be ue eg 3? i el 


S aetioa’ : 


a 
ingles Wee “: an 


: eee ae as 


a8 


Offices 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT 


Registrations and General Inspections 
TABLE X. 


Class of Premises 
premises 
newly 


year 
Offices 5 
Retail Shops Es 


Wholesale shops, 

Warehouses - 
Catering establishments 

open to the public and 

Canteens 1 
Fuel Storage Depots - 


Totals 


, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 


‘| Number of {Total Number 


premises at 
registeredithe end of 
during the|the year 


|Registered 


general 
ose year 


18 
ee 


2 


5/ 


Number of visits of all kinds (including general inspections) 


to registered premises = 


Analysis by Workplace 
at the end of the year 


TABLE XI. 


- eee ra 


Class of Workplace 


Offices 

Retail Shops 

Wholesale departments, warsiawes 

Catering establishments open to the public 
Canteens 

Fuel Storage Depots 


Total Males 
Total Females 


216 


of persons employed in registered premises 


Number of Persons Employed 


907 
886 
138 
se is 

6 


Og ON 
i530) 
72 


Number of Inspectors appointed under Section 52(1) of the Act 


l Public Health Inspectors 


Anaiysis of Contraventions 
TABLE XII. 
Section No.of Contraventions found Section No. 
4 Cleanliness 5 £6 
6 Temperature 23 
zy Ventilation 7 ligt g 
8 Lighting 9 
9 Sanitary Conv'ns 5 2h 
410 Washing facil's 13 
sa Supply of drinking 
water by 
12 Clothing accomm 4 
a Seating facil's. bei 


=~9}- 
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of Contraventions 


Floors, Passages and 
stairs 


Fencing exposed parts 


of dangerous machinery 10 
First Aid Ke 
Other Matters 1 
Total L295 
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inspection during 


of registered |premises receiv- |! 
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TABLE XIII. 
Reported Accidents 


No. Reported Total No. Action 
Workplace Non-Fatal Investi= Recommended 
gated. Formal -nformal No 
<td Agel Papa Warning Advice Action 
offices aL 1 = 2 - 
Retail Shops 0, by a: zh 3 
Wholesale shops and 
Warehouses ee) 5 a! HL il 
Catering Establishments 
open to the Public sand 
Canteens = = = = = 
Fuel Storage Depots . = = = = ~ 
Totals 9 7 2 3 yy 
TABLE XIV. 
Analysis of Reported Accidents Wnblesale 
Retail Shops Offices Warehouses 
Transport NE = = 
Falls of Persons A. a n 


Stepping on or striking 


against object or person 2 - = 
Handling Goods = - dl 
Sseruck by falling object 1 = = 
—=—Fires—and Bictostons! = - 1 
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NARRATIVE REPORT 


Brief notes on the method of inspection and control as 
practised in Chippenham are included at the request of the 
Ministry. 


SS er 


It would clearly defeat its object if the department stuck 

Pigidiy to a fixed pattern of inspection, as occupiers of premises 
would be tempted to relax the standards with the sure knowledge that 
no inspéctor would visit them again for four or five years. 
Premises where problems or complaints are known to arise, or with 
poor accident records, are given priority and may receive several 
Frei ts during the year. Ideally the majority of premises should 
BOCINOeAbentLeast one inspection during the year, but the demands 

> trained manpower of the department are such that this must 


at present remain an ideal, and the aim is to secure that all 


premises receive a minimum of one general inspection during every 
four year cycle. 


A number of retail premises continue to have troubie in 
maintaining reasonable temperatures in adverse weather conditions, 
due to the use of inflexible forms of heating, which cannot be 
guickiy adapted to deal with sharp temperature fluctuations. 
in one instance a large open Butane Gas Heater was found to be 
installed in a shop and posed a dual hazard arising from the heated 
surfaces of the equipment, which were not effectively guarded, and the 
danger of a serious explosion due to the possibility of gas leaking 
from 2a 100 lb. gas cylinder standing adjoining the heater in the 


centre of the sale room. 


4 


Last year I commented on the exemption of certain classes of 
premises and again consider that these should be carefully 
reviewed. For example, the mushrooming coin-operated launderettes 
are rarely within the terms of the Act because employees do not 
work the required number of hours at the premises. These limitations, 
whether by type of premises or by reference to the number of hours 
worksd, must debar a substantial number of persons from the 
protection of the Act. 
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Factories Act 1961 


Only limited parts of this Act are administered by local 
authorities, the main provisions being the responsibility of 
Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories. 


TABLE XV. Inspections for Provisions to Health 


Se sven ae pusaivac cox vio 7 =< Number °or = 
i Inspec- Written |[Occupiers 


Notices. Prosecuted. 


1) Factories in which Secs. 1.2.3.4 & 
are to be enforced by local 
authorities 


2) Factories not included in (1) in 
which Sec./7 is enforced by the 
local authorities 


) Other premises in which Sec.7 is 


enforced by the local authority 
(excluding outworkers' premises) . - 


TABLE XVI. Cases in which Defects were found 


Particulars , Number of Le Sa a oe in which |e: of 
| defects were found Prosec= 
5 eee ae aT Whee ip LO A ET OS 
i Found [Remedied aaa el | utions 
Sections 122.3 cle 7 Be aaa 


Sec./e Sanitary Conveniences 
a) Insufficient 
b) Unsuitable or defective 
e) Not separate for sexes 
Other Offences 


r 
\ 
serene 


TABLE XVIT. Outworkers 


Section 133. 


re oe 
t 
' 


Nature of iNo. of out- No. of cases No. OL No.of instances 


a 


Work workers in of default Prosecutions of work in 
August List in sending For. fatling unwholesome 
gee aer by lists to to supply premises 
Sec.13 (1)e¢ Council lists 

Wearing 

Apparel 


(Making) 


Outworkers 


Notices Served Nil 
Prosecutions Nil 
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PEST CONTROL 


1) Rodents 


There was a substantial increase in the number of infestations 
treated during the year, partly due to increased activity by both 
rats and mice and partly due to improved relations with the public, 
who are more prepared to notify the department when rats or mice are 
seen, or damage is observed. I cannot stress how important it is to 
notify us as soon as possible before the rats or mice can become 
6stablished. Self help is an admirable trart, but unless treatments 
are effective, it only creates greater difficulties because the 
rodents become bait-shy and more difficult to eradicate. 


There has been no evidence of any resistance to Warfarin, the 
princinge bait used, but it seems inevitable that sooner or later 
we shall be faced with the problem of switching to alternative baits. 
New rodenticides have been introduced for dealing with mice, which 
can be far more difficult to get rid of than rats, as well as being 
equally destructive. 


Routine sewer treatments have been continued during the year 
and in one instance, a rodent infestation had become well established 
in the sewers of a new housing development, but fortunately we were 
ablé to contain it before it spread into the system. 


Further routine surveys and treatments were made of water courses 
throughout the town and at the Council's Sewage Works and Refuse Tips. 


TABLE XVIII. 


le 
as 


2) 


Total number of properties inspected 


Type of Property 


ee ae 


Non Agricultural] Agricultural 
a) ia 


Number of Properties in the district 
a) Total number of properties 

imiepecvea following notification 
b) Number infested by 

i) Rats 

ii) Mice 


for Rats and Mice for reasons other 
than notification 


Number infested 
i Hats 
ii) Mice 


Insect Pests 


Requests for advice and assistance were received in respect of | 
105 premises during the year, a high proportion being in respect of 
wasps which proved particularly troublesome. These are common pests 
but a surprising number of people are allergic to their stings and 
when the nest is in the building they can be difficult to eradicate 
without proper equipment. Other pests dealt with included cockroaches, 
cluster flies, ants and mites. Restrictions on the use of certain 
insecticides due to long term effects are making it more difficult 
to deal-with some infestations, particularly where food premises are 
concerned. 
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3) 


4) 


5) 


Ferral Pigeons 


These are becoming a serious nuisance in certain parts of the 
town and measures had to be taken to reduce the considerable 


flocks which were roosting in and around buildings in the central areas 


Owners willingly co-operated and considerable success was recorded 
in dealing with three flocks, although it seems likely that this pest 
will have to be added to those requiring routine control measures in 
the future. 


Rabbits 


It is the responsibility of individual owners of property to 
control infestations on their land and during the year a number 
of successful treatments were carried out on corporate property 


Pesticides 


The proposals to limit the uses of D.D.T. and similar persisten* 
pesticides are long overdue and greatly welcomed. The situation. 
however, is far from satisfactory and manufacturers are far too coy 
in labelling their products with clear instructions on use, together 
with particulars of toxicity, stability and dosage rates. 


It is still all toocommon to walk past a garden and smell the 
insecticide with which it was been drenched without regard to the 
long term consequences. 


Insecticides should only be used when all other control measures, 
including good housekeeping and hygiene, have failed, and then only 
the smallest amount necessary for the task and ideally, an insec* 
icide which breaks down readily without leaving a toxic residual 
which could build up in the food chain. 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


1) Meat Inspection 
There are two licensed slaughterhouses in the 


Borough and a high level of slaughtering was main- 
tained at both premises throughout the year. 


In January an additional Meat Inspector was 
appointed and this enabled the department to main- 
tain proper standards of meat inspection, despite 
the heavy strain involved by peak throughput and 
the line system of slaughtering adopted at the 
Bacon Factory. 


Due to the relatively slow rate of slaughter at 
River Street it is not practicable to have an 
inspector on duty the whole time and the premises 
are visited daily, arrangements being made for all 
carcases and offal to be retained until they have 
been inspected and cleared. 


TABLE XIX Number of Animals Slaughtered 
—— $$$ 


3 Cattle ae Sheep Pigs weet 
Wiltshire Bacon Co. - 98 “~ 35 


River St. Slaughter/ 
house | 1,584 i {2 sass 1,496 5.5 
| 
| 


Total 


TABLE XX CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND DETAILS OF 
CONDEMNATIONS — 


we —_ Cattle Calves Sheep | Pigs — 
Number Killed T,56 (° 13) 2,4E 100,489 


: a 
All diseases except tuberculosig . 
and Cysticerci 

pe Sn ae EE ae es 
Whole Carcases condemned - | 2 eo 403 | 


Carcases of which some 
part or organ was 
condemned aly ¥ i! 402 | 2,029 
Percentage of number 

inspected affected with 

disease other then tubesr- 
culosis and cysticerci 11.2% 
Tuberculosis Only 


Whole Carcases condemned - i - 


Carcases of which some part 


25% 4.2% 20.9% 


| 
or organ was condemned - ; = = | 505 
Percentage ofmimber inspected 
affectedwith tuberculosis Nil 
Cysticercosis | 
Carcase of which some | | 
part or organ was 
condemned 8 | - =o a 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by refrigeration 8 
Generalised & totally 
condemned = = 
Percentage of number 
inspected affected with 
Cysticercosis 0.5% | 7 
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Cysticercus Bovis 


The location of the cysts found during the routine examination « 
bovine carcases and organs was as follows ‘=~ 


Head - Internal Masseter Muscles 2 
External Masseter Muscles 2 
Heart —- Endocardium hh 


All the carcases and offal were refrigerated at a cold store in 
Devizes in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations before 
being released for sale. 


TABLE XX1. 


Analysis of Causes of Condemnation 
a) CARCASES 


= meee’ Satie a = " i = — ’ ® 
Principal Grounds Cattle Calves|Sheep Pigs jTotal | 
me eee, 1 Sr a - i aareee | 


Extensive bruising or injuries 
Emaciation 


= 
Jaundice 
. Generalised ( dema- 


nN 


Aeute or Septic Pleurisy 
Acuté or Septic Pneummia 
Acuté.or Septic Peritonitis 
Pyaemia 

Septicaemia 

Malignant Tumours 

Acute: Swine Erysipilas 
Generalised Tuberculosis 
Lymphatic Leukaemia | 
Moribund/Imperfect 
Bleeding { 
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Oe age : Totals 
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b) ‘PART CARCASES 


erry a 7 UES) Ge PS Pee 
Se = Faneipal Grounds iCalves mat Pigs} Total | 
Abeesses F/Qr. b af thel pea 
Abeesses H/Qr. z ) 
Arthritis 
Bruising i 
Injuries 
Erythema 
Corynebacterium equi . 
Tuberculvosis 
(Almost certainly Avian) 
i le te hen ae 

Totals 0 i 
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c) EDIBLE OFFAL 


ST SO ET SE a en ee ee 


Principal Grounds | Cattle |Calves| Sheep! Pigs | Total | 


rem nn cae rn el re ae a eae | 


Lungs (Complete) 


Pneumonia 474.0 
Pleurisy 2621 
Parasitic 50 

Other 823 
Totals 8234 | 

Hearts 

Cysticercus Bovis 4 i 
Cysticercus Ovis ak 
Pericarditis etc. 605%, = | 
i 
Totals 3109 | 
| UE eee ETS 
Liver (Complete) 
Abcess 50 
Cirrhosis peereadt ic) 5039 
Other) 739 | 
Fascioliasis 207 
Peritonitis 1678 
Other 577 
eee : : 
Totals 8290 
Part Livers | 
Fascioliasis 265 : 


This analysis of causes of condemnation supplements the information 
required by the Ministry and indicates the main causes for the rejectic 
of careases and edible offal. 


it will be seen that by far the most common causes for the condemnation 
of pigs are pyaemia and septicaemia, conditions caused by organisms whic 
could be readily transferable to man. The changing methods of product 
including intensive rearing, could be one of the reasons for the increase 
frequency with which these conditions are met. The incidence of abcesses 
is also related to these factors. 


Tuberculosis now tends to be restricted to localised infections of pig 
heads caused by the avian strain which is not transmiSSible to man. 


A high incidence of Pneumonia inpigs is recorded. as also is damage 
their livers due to parasitic infections. 


The presence of Cysticercus Ovis was found in 18 cases, but unlike i906! 
no generalised condition was discovered and the cysts were confined to 
heart muscle. 


Fascioliasis,or liver fluke, was the most common condition found to 
affect cattle and resulted in the total condemnation of 176 livers and 
the partial condemnation of 265. These figures indicate an. incidence 
27% and considerable economic joss to the butcher, : 


It is hoped to comment in future reports on these statistics and their 
changing patterns in relation to human and animal health, particular 
emphasis being paid to those conditions which can be readily transmitted 
to man, or in some cases, via an intermediary host, to man. 


Discussions took place during the year regarding the provision of 
laboratory facilities, a@® these are not readily available in this area, 
nearest laboratory being at Langrert, Somerset. There is a need for 
convenient laboratory facilities at the larger slaughterhouses or serving 
groups of slaughterhouses. ~28 
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Weight of Meat _and Offal Condemned at Slaughterhouses 
hwetens.,r 16,Cwts.+i lb. 


Other Foods 


TABLE XXII. Unsound Food Surrendered or Condemned at Wholesale 
or Retail Premises 


Q COLbee 4 
Meat, including Bacon 16 58 
Cooked Meats 1 32 
Canned Goods 6 32 
Other Foods 7 89 
Total aL Lz 99 


ae en ner 


The changing pattern of food marketing including the reliance on 
refrigeration in the handling of frozen food, is causing difficulties 
due to the rapid deterioration which takes place when there is a 
mechanical breakdown. This is particularly the case in the open topped 
display units and within a few hours the stock can become unmarketable. 
Such stock cannot be re-frozen and unless it is consumed immediately 
constitutes a complete loss. 


It is important that retailers ensure that their refrigeration 
equipment is kept properly maintained; is correctly operated at the 
required temperature and is not sited where it can be subjected to 
internal draughts or heat which reduces its efficiency. Where possible 
open cabinets should be covered at the end of each day. 


Disposal of Condemned Meat and Offal. 

The Meat (Sterilisation) Regulations 1969 introduced new safeguards 
in the handling of unfit butcher's meat and appropriate arrangements 
were made to ensure compliance at bof slaughterhouses. The requirements 
“relating to sealed and locked containers are causing some practicable 
difficulties particularly where botk containers are used. 

All condemned meat and offal, with the exception of a limited amount 
of liver, is collected by specialist processing contractors for conversion 
into animal feeding stuffs and fertilisers, at plants located in Calne 
and the Bristol area. The liver is despatched in sealed containers to a 
Trout Farm where it is used for feeding purposes. 


The remainder of the condemned meat and other foods is collected and 
destroyed at the Corporation Tip. 


Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958 


51 Persons were licenced to slaughter animals by the use of approved 
equipment. 


New applicants are interviewed and the requirements of the Act carefully 
explained before they are considered for a Licence, 


All animals are slaughtered by humane methods which ensure that they are 
first rendered insensible by means of a captive bolt pistol or by the 
passing of an electric current across two electrodes before the juguiar 
vein and arteries are severed. 


Regular checks are made to ensure that the requirements of the Act 
and Regulations are complied with including the handling of pigs as th 
are unloaded from the transporter lorries. 
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Consumer Complaints Regarding Food 


A number of complaints were again received in connection with foreim 
hatter or out of condition food retailed in the town. Many of these 
complaints arise from the changing pattern of packaging and marketing 
food and the failure of the food trade to provide a simple code marking 
system which can be readily identified by retailer and consumer. 


In this field the bakers are particularly resistant to change and 
common practice of exchanging bread is open to abuse unless the withd 
articles are defaced before removal from the shop, 


A prepacked article may have a more hygienic appearance but it can 
Just as susceptable to mould or staleness as the unwrapped article, mo: 
so in some circumstances. 


I frequently hear of customers who return unsound articles and yet 
their complaint is treated in a cavalier fashion by the retailer or 
manufacturer concerned. This is most regrettable as these complaint 
may be the first indication of malpractice or faulty techniques. 
Public Health Inspectors are trained in food technology and in the 
investigation of consumer complaints, hut they car only take action 
if members of the public are prepared to complain to the Health 
Department. 


Legal action is used sparingly, but the thorough investigation of 
complaints usually ensures the adoption of improved techniques by the 
companies concerned. 


TABLE XXIII. 
Analysis of Complaints 


PR SS A Sw 


eS EE 


Cheese 1 Confectionery ~- Cakes ] ; 

Poultry 2 Potatoes 1 

Meat Products 5 Fish 

Bread hy Cream 25 | 

Canned Goods 4 Milk 2) 

Others 2 i 
16 


Food Hygiene 


It would be very nice to report that there had been a sweeping improve! 
in standards of food hygiene, but a reference to the table set out bet 
will indicate that 1969 was but another step forward on a long path- 
There is still too much apathy on both sides of the counter, customers 
are prepared to accept unhygienic practices without protest and staft 
still do not receive the necessary encouragement from management to 
improve standards. 


My staff and I are always prepared to give talks and advice on food 
hygiene and I would like to see this subject included in the syllabus 
for school leavers. Clearly it is with the young people that we must 
sueceed if hygiene standards are to improve in the future. As a race 
we are not particularly hygiene conscious and the earlier that the basic 
principles of cleanliness and hygiene can be instilled, the better. 

It is also important that this training is carried out by those who have 
direct responsibilities in the industry concerned, and can relate it to 
practical experience rather than the purely theoretical or text-book 
approach. 


270 visits were made to food premises in the town and details 
of the notices served are set out in the following table. 


ae os de ee ee 
hoot un thyene 
> Li Pe 


~ot djtw cotdseanoo of Sevteset atege stew msabetes 
casd? ‘lo yaa .twod edd of Seiteten boos. mols baoo % 
(iedism hae gatgpesong Yo nrettag acim pa care 
tea shoo elqate 2 ebByorg of ebead hoon 4 Mh sr : 
-Tsmenoo bat reifetes xd be ea FaRSE? Hi baer ed r 3 
sgnato of gfastelaey. yitelsolixaq 648 ateded 
ods eestor sends of nego eat baerd gales ‘ 
-youe adi-mort fsvome noted & 
ji 3/0 Some geqqs ofnetigyd etom 2 evad yaar 
~eiotina Senaa awa edt aa esenefate to Sivom emu 
Pa} 
5 eefottis fhuvosny orate ofw stemoteto. to 4 
J61 sid yd sotdealt asiieves 6 al Betdasad 
} S663 sa sl [datiorge vaom #&f selidT bom 
erp tances {fei %o eotiossglem to aotssothn 4 
(+ mt bas uot seminal boot alt bontsend $18 src peta: 
intiocs sist ie "eo Yeas dud ,atatalemoo ite log a 
i¢¥iset eit of- abalgqmood od heiaqeig 228 o4 fs 
iitegtiverval dsworods edd sad . Vignivege Soap 
esuptinines bevorgmt to aoliqobs edd esters YL 
ete) Ytatto fJoelMoD 
Sseovaiog 
feta 
mes "O 
4i¢ie 


i i 


~ - i _ - — - LEE eS th a i 
gnigeswe Heed bad svedd date rogers: og 4a 
© 192 Sidss ea? o3 


ot ooneveton « tod .saery CAB 
) iof 2 no buewiel gate vedions Iu sawece a 
maJeso ,~tedmne eid to eshte. dated no yddegs cole a 
-c bas tesJorq tyodstiw asntgostq ofnetaydnss de 
Sshagenan sox? a ¥i288S908 .64 


“80 solvbhse beth Giimd evbinod boregerq ayewis. 
vb edd ot Bebuloat spiGuevetdd ase of SH 
ui ow Jad’ elgoeg govoy aie me walt $2 yf 89.0 
55 ef .oacdut add of ot on ; 3 
it Jatt asifass add bas: 
stetzed ead ballitaat edt fas 
oiw sgads yd diro MOLVA #! , oe. 
tt ete TSS ago bine gph arf} oxuae | io 
lood= ee 70 6 fp — {letay re Fu 


(lievsh.. baa ¢ arty mk : . Oo 
fa san es out at See ae 


TABLE XXIV. 


Part II 
Part III Requirements relating to persons engaged 


General Requirements 


in the handling of food aT, 
Part IV Requirements relating to food premises LO 
60 
TABLE XXV. 
ompliance with Foo Regulations 1960 
Type of Business Per acety “YEstimated | Estimated 
No. fitted | No. where No. fitted | 
lute comply f Reg.19 to comply 
with | Applies with 
jReg. 16. Reg. 9. 
Grocers 38 
Hotels, Cafes & Rest" nts. 19 
Canteens, Indust. 6 
Bakers & Confect'rs. 8 8 8 
Fish Fryers. 5 5 5 
Butchers. 2 iz 12 
Licensed Premises Ly 32 32 
Sweets & Suger Confect'rs. 7 7 7 
Fruit and Vegetables 8 8 8 
Fishmongers 
Dairies 


Note 


In a number of the older small premises, washing facilities i 
under Regulations 16 & 19 may be sited in, and utilised in conjunction 
with, the adjoining living accommodation. 


It is the practice in all new premises, and wherever practicable 
in the older premises, to ensure that separate facilities are provided 
solely for use in connection with the food business. 


Food Premises Registered by the Local Authority 
Preparation or manufacture of specified foods ~ 2h 
Manufacture and Sale of Ice-cream 5 
Sale and Storage of Ice-cream 52 


Mobile Vehicles and Stalis 


There has again been an improvement in standards at mobile stalls 
at fairs and other functions. The greater use of disposable containers 
has virtually eliminated the problems of washing utensils in cramped 
and inadequate facilities which were commonplace before these regulations 
came into force. 


- Mabile vehicles vary greatly in design and purpose; those which are 
custom built are usually very good and those which have been adapted 
from obsolete buses or vans are rarely completely satisfactory. 
Temperature control is difficult and frequently the mobile trader is 
too optimistic in the rangé of goods he carries on the vehicle. 


Much work under this heading is by informal approach and advice 
and this is emphasised by the 95 visits which were made by Inspectors 
during the year. 
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Milk and Dairies 


This is the first year that the whole of the milk retailed in the 
Borough has been properly heat treated. 


Raw milk is always a potential source of infection and the Brucellosis 
eradication scheme has a long way to go before all the herds have been 
cleared. Raw milk can also readily transfer other organisms besides the 
fact that it is likely to sour far more quickly. 


Local authorities are not responsible for hygiene on the farm, this 
work being carried out by Milk Advisory Officers. It seems to me that 
this should never have been separated from the overall responsibilities 


of local authorities in this field, and in any review of functions, it 
could well be returned to the new local government units. 


Milk Containers 


I am concerned at the potential hazard arising from the use of 
chipped or cracked bottles. Milk bottles are being made lighter and 
therefore less durable. They are subjected to extremes of temperature 
and to rough handling. Chipped or faulty bottles should be smashed 
and not returned to dairies. Fragments of glass are a very real hazard 
and I would like to see far greater use made of non-returnable containers. 
Members of the public who misuse milk bottles should remember that they 
are food containers, moreover a food which is widely consumed by young 
children. Perhaps they would think again before using it in the garage, 
or for measuring turpentine, paint or as a holder for fireworks. 


The introduction of plastic crates by dairymen is reducing the 
external scuffing of the bottles which is still a common cause of 
complaint by the public, although fortunately not the same hazard as 
a chipped or cracked bottle. 


Blue test and the resulting investigation indicated 
incorrect handling during distribution. 


TABLE XXVI. 

ng ne ncn nn 
Number of Registered Dairies Ly 
Number of Registered Distributors (ts) 
Number of Untreated Dealer's Licences 2 
Number of Pasteuriser's/Steriliser's Licences 2 
Number of Dealer's Pre-packed Licences 23 | 
_ Number of samples submitted to the Public Health 
Deis Laboratory:- 
Unt reated Nil 
Pasteuriged 5l* i 
Ultra Heat Treated 8 
Sterilised 6 | 

Biological Nil 
_Number of Inspections: made during the year, including 
those in connection with sampling mE | 
* 2 Samples of pasteurised milk failed the Methylene 
i 


ee eo a eo Sn es er ee a ee ee 


gulations 1963 


There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the district. 


Poultry Inspection 


There are no poultry processing plants within the district. 
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Imported Food Regulations 


_ During the year there was a considerable increase in the quanti 
of imported bacon received in Containers, which under the new arranges 
are not cleared by the Port. Health Authorities. Notifications were 
» received from the Ports concerned and arrangements made for the consign- 
ments to be examined prior to distribution. 


Ice Cream 


Ice cream is still being mishandled particularly at szatering prem: 
which use bulk loose ice cream, and to a lesser extent in the mobile 
vehicles selling soft ice cream. 


Pre-packed ice cream was generally satisfactory although “Cash and 
Carry Sales” can cause excessive temperature rises whilst the ice 
is being transferred from the wholesalers to the retail outlet. 


This practice is growing, but despite representations to the maz 
concerned, it was mot possible to secure a change in ghis policy, 
legally, BReoviding the temperature doesnot exceed 28 F it does not 
contravene the Regulations. Because of its excellent health reco: 
retailers tend to overlook the fact that ice cream is readily suscept2 
to contamination and strict attention to temperature control and | 
of utensils and equipment is imperative. 


TABLE XXVIII. 


pesults Of Samples of Ice Crean... — 
Grade. Soft Ice Cream Other Ice Cream} jTotal 
3 15 56 : 
at 1 7 
Iti L 4 
porv 3 a 
| TOTAT ary 67 
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z of Meat Products 


it was not possible to continue the rate of sampling established in 
1968 but as a result of information obtained by this survey, a numb« 
of improvements were initiated by the companies concerned. 


The demand for laboratory facilities is ever increasing, and during 
my tour of Denmark I was impressed by the new Municipal Laboratory at 
Hersens which provides a comprehensive services to the municipality. 
any reform of local government consideration should be given to setting 
up area food laboratories designed to provide such a service. 

Bacteriological Sampling of Fresh Cream 


#- considerable sampling programme was organised as part of a nationa 
survey of Fresh Cream. There are at present no legal standards and 
although heat treated cream marketed on a national scale rarely gave 
eause for concern, the condition @f farm packed or inadequately 
pasteurised cream was frequently suspect. Investigations at the farms 
coneerned were carried out by the Public Health Laboratory and the 
ilscal authority concerned. 


The survey highlighted a number of cases of poor handling, length 
storage, and inadequate temperature control, but towards the end of the 
year a Code of Practice was issued jointly by the Association of Public 
Health Inspectors and the National Dairyman's Association and this 
assist retailers to handle the product correctly. 
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TABLE XXVIII. 


Summary of Samples: Meat Products 


No. of Samples | Bacterial Count 


3 


13 3720 
yh Ty 


Coliform Present * 


WATER SUPPLY 


The water is supplied to Chippenham by the North Wilts Water Board 
and is normally drawn from boreholes at Rodbourne, Charlton and Chippen- 
ham and the sampling programme is designed to cover each supply. 


Details of the samples submitted for bacteriological examination 
are set out in the following table. Some difficulty was experienced 
with the supply to a section of the town which persistently showed 
évidence of contamination by coliform organisms associated with compile 
of turbulence, discolouration and taste. The Water Board re-laid the 
main concerned and this, together with other ancillary works, were 
successful in dealing with the problem. 


The chlorine sampling technique is dependent on a simple chemica! 
test but due to the need to switch from a carcinogenic material, the 
department have been restricted to the D.P.D. method which is subject 
to error due to a deliquescent action. 


A high proportion of the samples (20%) failed to indicate the 
presence of residual chlorine ‘and even when allowance is made for the 
test errors, this cannot be considered a satisfactory situation. 


The contamination feported at the private bore was due to a break- 
down of the chlorination plant and this supply was cut off until repaixs 
had been completed. 


TABLE XXIX. 
Residual Chlorine 


present 
Yes 1 No 


Mains Supply 


Private Bore 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 


Domestic Pollution 


Smoke from domestic chimneys can be stopped, and in Chippenham 
much has been accomplished by the voluntary conversion of old open 
fireplaces:;to burn smokeless fuels, or by changing over to gas, 
electricity Or O11 « The trend towards central heating is also a 
trend towards clean air, as these installations are, or should be, 
smokeless. 


At the end of the year there were disturbing rumours regarding 
shortages of solid smokeless fuel. It is to be hoped that temporary 
difficulties of this nature will not hold back the gradual spread 
of clean air on the domestic front. The new improvement areas 
mentioned in the Housing Section will also encourage the spread of 
voluntary smoke control areas. 


Industrial and Commercial Pollution 


The main provisions of the Clean Air Act 1968 are now in force 
and should provide a useful extension of the powers originally provided 
for dealing with dark smoke, grit and dust. 


A new basis has been established for dealing with Chimney Heights 
although I have some misgivings over the exclusion of smaller plants 
from this control. These smaller units have low eflux velocities and 
are frequently subject to downwash when insufficient consideration is 
given to their siting in relation to the building they serve. 


During the year 23 premises were visited in connection with 
excessive smoke emissions and again I have to report that incinerators 
and the disposal of waste products and trade refuse, were increasingly 
concerned in complaints. 


TABLE XXX. 


Section 3. New Installations. 


a) Number of notifications 

bd) Applications for prior approval 
¢c) Alterations required 

d) Number of applications granted 


ia 


Section 6. New Installations - Grit and Dust. 


a) Number of plans submitted and approved Nil 


Section 6. Chimney Heights 


a) Number of plans showing new chimneys i) 
b) Number of cases in which alterations 

were. required 2 
¢) Number approved 3 


Alkali &c Works Regulation Act 1906 


There are a number of scheduled processes in the town and 
these works are subject to the technical control of the Alkali Works 
Inspector due to the complexity of the processes concerned. 


The department co-operates closely with the Alkali Works 
Inspector and following difficulties at one of the plants, arrangements 
were made to monitor the surrounding area to ensure that there were no 
excessive emissions. 
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Other Premises 


/ A serious problem arose during the year associated with chemical 
.fumes, from a plant in the town which handles ameall quantities of a 
' variety of toxic materials. Joint action was initiated with H.M.Factor 
+ Inspectorate and the incident high-lighted the need for close co-operatio 
’ between Central and Local Government Inspectorates when dealing with 
precesses and products which can give rise to unexpected hazards. 


Pellution from Road Vehicles 


Expert opinion is divided on which pollutants are the most hazardous, 
but there is little doubt that the visible smoke from incorrectly adjusted 
diesel engines of commercial vehicles is both annoying and objectionable, 
particularly as it is unnecessary and easily prevented. 


I would like to see on the spot fines imposed on drivers as well as 
the owners of such vehicles and then perhaps there would be greater 
attention to the proper engine maintenance. 


NOISE 


The policy of training and equiping Public Health Inspectors for this 
type of work was continued during the year, and an approved Sound Level 
Indicator was obtained. It is anticipated that this equipment will be 
shared with the Calne and Chippenham R.D.C. 


As far as possible advisory action is taken to prevent nuisance 
but this is dependent on full information being made available by 
developers to enable potential sources of noise to be correctly assessed. 


Building Sites and Construction Work 


In 1967 the Council adopted a clause requiring the use of muffles 
pneumatic drills in all future contracts and intensive efforts over the 
past two years have succeeded to the extent that a drill being operate: 

swithout a muffle is now a rarity in the town and usually provokes a 
prompt complaint from residents in the area. 


‘Industrial Mechinery 


This is a growing problem and in a number of cases has been associat 
with changes in operation techniques at the premises concerned or the 
introduction of new machinery. The intermittent complaint is probably 
the most difficult to deal with. 


Aircralt Noise 


‘Part of the town lies in the flight path to R.A.F. Station, Lyneha 
but we are fortunate in that the majority of aircraft found there are n 
pure jets and there is not a great deal of night flying. 


No méasurements have been taken but it seems likely that noise levels 
are tolerable at present, but an increase in night fiying or the use of 
pure jets would soon give rise to complaints. 


Transport Noise 


This has become intolerable in the town centre and on the main trunk 
Yreads in and out of the town. Houses are shaken by the vibration of 
heavy lorries and windows screwed up to stop the rattling and reduce 
noise penetration. At times it is now impossible to hold a normal 
conversation in shops or on the pavement in the main thoroughfares of 
the town. 


Neise levels in the High Street can reach 97 dbA and a background 
traffic level of 70-80 dbA was recorded. The routing of heavy traffic 
through commercial and residential areas should no longer be accepted; 
we are promised relief when the Mu opens, but with the steady increase 
of traffic density it may be only a short time before noise levels 
again build up, albeit the traffic is likely to have fewer heavy lorries. 
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TABLE XXXII 


Number of Nuisances Confirmed Remedied 
Indust ry/Commercial 20 18 
Domestic 1 1 

21 19 


Twe complaints were also received in respect of mobile ice 
cream vans and these were dealt with informally. 


SWIMMING POOL 


The open air swimming pool and paddling pool at Monkton Park 
are visited weekly during the season and samples were taken to 
check levels of free chlorine and to ensure that the pH of the 
water was satisfactory. 


Average Readings: Chlorine pH 


0.6 ppm ao 
Prevision was made during the year for the heating of the Pool; this 
proved most popular and extended the season. Unfortunately this was 
marred by the presence of algae growth on the sides and bottom of the 
pool making the water epaque and overloading the filters. Improved 
cleaning equipment is to be purchased and with the adjustment of 
algaecides and chlorination dosing rates, it is hoped to prevent this 
trouble re-occurring. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


231 visits of enquiry were made in connection with infectious 
diseases and intestinal infections. 


It may not be generally appreciated that these outbreaks can 
invelve trained staff in lengthy enquiries and tracing of contacts, 
which although very necessary where food handlers and other high risk 
groups are concerned, or in the investigation of food poisoning, is also 
very time-consuming. 


A disinfecting station is maintained at Frogwell Hospital by this 
department ina state of constant readiness, for use by five authorities 
in the area. The capital and running costs are shared on a population 
basis. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER 1957 


Three premises remain licensed under the Act and process waste 
feod for use in the adjoining piggeries. 


8£ Os 
f f 
er fs 


eof sitdom to Joegeet at bevieoe: osis DT 
-Vilemrotat dtiw tfseb ce" 


> he 


1007 DuIMMIWe 


Pt, *~ 

Arsi cosinoM 3s foog gntibbag baa foog gateah a: 

os mexsd siew asiqmae bas noesse oft patand: fie 
eis lo Hg ois Jad? otvens of bas sniteiis Sent D 
-Vtorvoa ist 

Hg enttoldd 
&.7 aq” 3.0 
efait ;food edi Yo gatianed eds sot tsey add ih 
ase eids _ylesanudioctal .nossee ed bebnedxe bas Ls 
eit To mosjtod Bas eeSbts sa? ap aditworg sayla to 1960 
bevorqmi ,atetit? ef? galbeolaevo bas evpsge $3 in 
Io tnemtexstbs efit détw bas beeadorug ed of of Tay 
eids ¢aevsrg of Begod set ti ,estet gnteob fots 


5 
oa 
e% 


‘3 

a 

:. 3is 
ae 


svolsoeiat diiw molteeanos af ebam exew yrtipns! 

eenottostat Lentd, went 

a9 exsaeidtuo seed? zaris Ssssloeiggs yiletseneg. od fe 
-6Joeifoo te gotoset? base eelitivpne yitgasl art 2Yave~ 

‘elu dgid veijo bes sielbasd boot eredw yreeseoen” ev 

osis ef ,gaioosteg bool to solttsgéSesvni edd at so | . 


a 


aids yc LetiqeeH {Lewgsov%: da) beget niam al molt 
eetsizonsivos svit yd sep rot ,ee whaest gassatoo T 
soljsiugog 8 no besaie e328 etee Bata . 


<a 


sizoe adinego72q bes jeA. 


-. 


—> 
. 


PET ANIMALS ACT 1951 


Two pet shops were licensed and both premises have been 
satisfactorily maintained. 


AGRICULTURE SAFETY, HEALTH & WELFARE PROVISIONS) ACT 1956 


As an urban authority this has only limited application in the 
Borough. During the year the premises concerned were surveyed and 
three notices served in respect of unsatisfactory conditions. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


During the year, 113 sewers and drains were found to be 
cheked or otherwise defective and 277 visits were made in connection 
with the remedial works. 


Difficulties were again experienced due to overloaded or obsolescent 
sewers at a number of points, but there is littie hope of any permanent 
improvement until the Council's programme to renew the town's sewerage 
system and treatment works is completed. 


Stage III was approved by the Council in January 1968, but there 
seems little prospect of a start being made until 1971. 


As a community we have accepted the need to replace the obsolete 
system, but the procedure for securing approval by the Ministry of 
Heusing and Lecal Government, and restrictions on capital expenditure, 
inevitably add to the delay in implementing the scheme. 


It is interesting to record the growing concern of people in 
the environment and the effect on their health and well being. 


My staff are always prepared to talk to members of the public 
on this subject and welcome public participation in maintaining a 
healthy environment. During the year talks were given to food 
handlers and young people on various aspects of our work, and it 
is heped to expand this work in the future. 
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